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Obama praises Texas Democrats and calls
state redistricting effort ‘a systematic
assault on democracy’
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Former Prestdent Barack Obama waded into the debate over Mowvies, Music & More

redistricting in a zoom call with Texas House Democrats on tration. No

Thursday, warning of a “systernatic assault on democracy” cradit cards. just watcht

Distro1V)

spurred by Republican efforts to redraw congressional maps in

Texas.

I a video of the 30-minute conversation obtained by CNN,

Obama praised the Texas Democrats for standing up to the
Republican push {o tweak congressional maps in their state te
net as many as five GOP US House seats.
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In a video of the 30-minute conversation obtained by CNN,

Obama praised the Texas Democrats for standing up to the
Republican push to tweak congressional maps in their state to
net as many as five GOP US House seats.

“What we all recognize is we can’t let a systematic assault on
democracy just happen and stand by.” Obama said. “And so,
because of your actions, because of yeur courage, what you've
seert is California responding, other states looking at what they
can do to offset this mid-decade gerrymandering that is highly
irregular and is not what we should be doing, to halance out the
maps for this upcoming election.”

“And my hope is that rather than have a race to the bottora
where every district is predetermined based on how it's drawn,
that over time, the American people, ideally with the help of the

courts, realizes that there's a better way.” he continued.

The former president’s comments mark his most extensive
remarks to date on the redistricting campaigns now unfelding
across the country.

ABC News was first io report on the contents of the call.

Republican leaders in Texas arve preparing to push through new
congressional maps once Texas House Dlemocrats return home
after thwarting the GOPs plans to do so in a special session.

California Gowv. Gavin Newsorm and senior Democrats in the state
have also started the process to enact new maps [or next vear's
midterm elections and put them up for a voter referendum in
November.

In his call with Texas Democrats, Obama expressed his initial
preference that any redistricting be addressed “in a non-blased
way that an independent conunission or some sort of nentral

approach was taken so that Democrats and Republicans compete

Document title: Obama praises Texas Democrats and calls state redistricting effort ‘a systematic assault on democracy’ | CNN Politics
Capture URL: hitps://www.cnn.com/2025/08/15/politics/obama-texas-democrats-redistricting-systematic-assault
Capture timestamp (UTC): Mon, 22 Sep 2025 15:11:08 GMT Page 2 of 10



= O bolitigs, 1 Ture PR CAWEE. IV Document 1197557 BIEFDOMYTE ool

In his call with Texas Democrats, Obama expressed his initial
preference that any redisiricting be addressed “in a non-hiased
way that an independent commission or some sort of neutral
approach was taken so that Democrats and Republicans compete
fairly” but argued Repuhlicans have changed the calculus.
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“The problem that wa've been seeing, not just recently, but this
gaes hack a while, is that the Republicans increasingly recognize
their ideas won'’t sell, so we've got to fix the game a little bit, and
by drawing maps that splinter democratic voting blocs, by
packing inn Democrats intoe one district so that they don’t have
influence in other districts,” he said.

“That’s not {air That's not how democracy is supposed (0 work”
added Obama, who was joined on the call by former Attorney
General Eric Holder, the chairman of the National Democratic
Redistricting Conunittee,

Though he did not mention President Donald Trurap by name,
Obama cautioned that what is happening under the current
administration, including the “militarization of cities,” should he
of concern,

“We're in a moment right now where not just gerrymandering,
but efforts at voter suppression, efforts at questioning the results
of elections, efforts at the executive branch, unilaterally doing
things that bypass Congress and the people’s representatives,
milifarization of cities, politicization of our justice departments
and our military,” he said. “Those are trend lines that remind us
this precious democracy that we've got is not a given, It's not
self- executed. It requires us to fight for it. It requires us to stand
up for it”
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“And when we have fair voting rights, and we have fair maps,
and we're fairly competing, that’s good for everybody, not just
one side,” he said. “And that’s what we should he aspiring to
over the long term, is a situation in which there are rules that
arve fair for everyhody, and then we compete”

Ohama has spoken selectively since Trump returned to the
White House in January. At a private fundraiser in July, he urged
Democrats to “toughen up” in their pushback against the current
administration. And he accused Republicans in Texas of waging
a “power grab that underraines our democracy” as the
redistricting fight took hold last week,

He is expected to continue speaking about redistricting issues
next week when he headlines a Martha's Vineyard fundraiser
for the NDRC.

On Thursday, Texas Democrats signaled they intend to bring the
nearly two week standoff over redistricting to a close soon,
paving the way for the state legidature to approve the Trurap-

backed maps.

“I want all of you to be returning feeling invigorated and know
that you have helped to lead what is going to be a Iong struggle.”
Obama told the group. “You've helped set the tone for that, and

I'm grateful for it
——

2 2 X 6

Most read

Trumps will never change, but Kirk's death shines a
path to MAGA's tutire

Takeawsys from Charlle Kirk's emotionat memorial

¥ i z service
Pete Buttigleg raliies Democrats are maxing
indiana Damocrats against 2028 moves. Hera's what Trump praviews ‘amariog’ sutism announcament
ggf push to draw nsw to know 3 uonday that's expected to focus on paln reliever, ..
gressional maps 12 B BEAD
&R FEAD a Tiger kills Okiahoma traines linkad to 'Tiger King® Joe

Exotic

Document title: Obama praises Texas Democrats and calls state redistricting effort ‘a systematic assault on democracy’ | CNN Politics
Capture URL: hitps://www.cnn.com/2025/08/15/politics/obama-texas-democrats-redistricting-systematic-assault
Capture timestamp (UTC): Mon, 22 Sep 2025 15:11:08 GMT

Page 4 of 10



= O fetttigs, | Tuteo (BEYC SNES IV Document 1197 -5

thin air? Republicans are
halfway therg

indiana Democrats against
GOF push to draw new
congressional maps

5w BEAD

For the GOP majority to
survive 2026, Trump must
do something Obama
could not

Takeaways from the first
debate in the New Jersay
governor's race

5 B2 BEAD

2 RN READ

PAID CONTENT RECOMMENDATIONS

e

6 Cards Charging 0% Interest
Until Nearly 2027

ik

b

The Al Roker Family Suffers A
Heartbreaking Loss

o Bowl, Keepin

2028 moves. Here's what

to Know

12 BaEN READ

Trump’'s cherry-pickad
clalms on political
viotence ignore his own
rhetoric

& MM READ

Taylor Swift Gives Travis Kel
Firmm Warning Ahead Of Super
g Chiefs Star in...

3

10

Thousands Are Ditching Their
Hearing Aids for This Game-...

See why audiologists are calling it a
breakthrough In hearing technoiogy.
E o orn

ce

:

This Game Will Keep You Up
At Night. No Download...

BIdtdomdE Pa

Trump previews 'amazing autism announcement
Monday that’s expected 10 focus on pain reliever, ...

Tiger kills Okiahoma tralner linkad to ‘Tiger King' Joe
Exotic

With US backing, deflant Netanyahu vows response
to couniries recognizing Palestinian state

Most powerful storm on earth this year lashes
Frilippines. Honyg Keng, Taiwan and southern ...

Gabrigiie rapidiy iIntensifies Inte a major hurricane n
ihe Atianilc and it could have company this week

Reports: Justica Departmant closed probe into
Trump's border czar, Tom Homan, for ...

Travis Kelce and Andy Reld have heated exchangs in
Chiefs win, Eagles rake thrifling tate comeback ..

Jimeny Kimmel's oousin Sal hints: "There are a
couple bombshelis stlf there'

B

e

jill Biden Reveals She is
Leaving Her Teaching Career

Document title: Obama praises Texas Democrats and calls state redistricting effort ‘a systematic assault on democracy’ | CNN Politics
Capture URL: hitps://www.cnn.com/2025/08/15/politics/obama-texas-democrats-redistricting-systematic-assault

Capture timestamp (UTC): Mon, 22 Sep 2025 15:11:08 GMT

Page 5 of 10



= Politix Zacts Fit : A g L Sign in
€O polti: : 2

Mom Orders Son to Kick Man's Seat for 20 Minutes So He Turns The Tables On Her

The U5 Military just Launched The US Is Spending $3 Billion George Clooney stands by
its Largest Air Exercise in... on New F-35 Engines Amal Clooney amid iliness

arant

This Special Salt Can Burn Fat  If you're collecting under Taking Metformin? Cinnamon
Cells While You Are Eating $3950 in 55 a month: You're... May Lower Blood Sugar {See...

Document title: Obama praises Texas Democrats and calls state redistricting effort ‘a systematic assault on democracy’ | CNN Politics
Capture URL: https://www.cnn.com/2025/08/15/politics/obama-texas-democrats-redistricting-systematic-assault
Capture timestamp (UTC): Mon, 22 Sep 2025 15:11:08 GMT Page 6 of 10



if & Cat Bites Their Owner
Heres What It Really Means

Dog licks arent kisses. Heres  jesus’ Tomb Is Opened And
what your dog really means... Scientists Find Something...

g iotige resi: Moy &

The Latest In Neuropathy
Care: How This Device is...

TR

Need To Kill Time On Your
Computer? This Game Is A...

Tris Garne WHE Kesp You Up A Might, Ko
Downioad Needed

I'm a Coupon Nerd: Here's
How | Fly Business Class...
host peopde assume Aving Bbusiness olass
is {otally unaffordable Uriass you'ne a...

A Long-Forgotten Tea Will Why are people crazy for this
Guickly Unclog Blood Vessels  wireless silk bra?

Artificial Intelligence Gives Cardiologist: Strong Arms
Traders Heads-Up on What's... After 60 Comes Down To This
B il :

Revolutionary neural network processes
530 dats points per stock o predict tre...

Cesar Millan Reveals What Why Are Families Suddenly
Honey Does to Your Aging Dog Delaying Assisted Living?

I8 hongy safe for sentor dogs? Find out £ ¢

what pet experts think

Document title: Obama praises Texas Democrats and calls state redistricting effort ‘a systematic assault on democracy’ | CNN Politics
Capture URL: https://www.cnn.com/2025/08/15/politics/obama-texas-democrats-redistricting-systematic-assault

Capture timestamp (UTC): Mon, 22 Sep 2025 15:11:08 GMT

Page 7 of 10



Harvard Professor Steven What Expenses Can Be Plastic Surgeon: Fighting
Pinker Recommends: "These... Deducted From Capital Gain... “Turkey Neck” After 60 Com...

Cognitive sclertist Steven Pinker shares Arg vou averipoking deductible expenses Dot st "Turkey Neck” make you ook 10-
the hooks that prove the world is gettin..,  thal could potentially help minimize... 18 years older than you actually are.

i

R
Top Vet Begs American Dog Dating For Serious Singles Lymphedema Swelling? Eat
Owners: "Please Stop Doing...  share vour feslings and emotions with Thi

Daily And See How H...
s & comynon mistake fonding oy owners : :
make—easpedcially with cider DURS....

- .
250 years ago, freedom Meeat & Date online with Buy the Dip: Top 5 Dividend
bhecame America’s greatest... Senior Singles Stocks with Growth Potential
: SRR Share your feelings and smotions with These B 'Strong Buy' dividend stocks

SOMSONEe. ated highly for iIncome, safety, and...

3 b A ) ek

b

Kevin Sorbo: Best Ways to Worst Car insurance Ask a Pro: "Does it Make

Help Drain Lymph Fluid in... Companies for Overcharging... Sense o Rebalance My...

: E This Quiz Matches Kearly 50,000 Peopie
Each Month with Vettsd Financial...

Document title: Obama praises Texas Democrats and calls state redistricting effort ‘a systematic assault on democracy’ | CNN Politics
Capture URL: https://www.cnn.com/2025/08/15/politics/obama-texas-democrats-redistricting-systematic-assault
Capture timestamp (UTC): Mon, 22 Sep 2025 15:11:08 GMT Page 8 of 10



Here's at You’ll Pay for a 6« Chuclk Norris Begs Americans: If Social Security income is
Hour Gutter Guard Install Avoid These 3 Foods Like Th... under$3,950/month: see 10..

us

G + Justice

Entertainment

Mowles
Tedevision
Colpbnity

Westher

Wideo
Gioate

The 10 Best Car Insurance Cardiologist: This is The
Greatest Of Your Body Fat...

Companies

World

Afrien
Americas

Asls

Australin

Ching

Furnoe

fdin
MiddFawr
Uit Kinorion

Tech

nnmas
Foreseoadde Fulire
Rilssion: Atead
Wotk Toansiamesd
Inhovative Citles

Action star Chuck Noris ¢
geting more enargy laler on in ife

If YOU OWL YO

Polltics Business Markets Hesalth

Trnn Tech

Faoks First Rezchin
ChMBolis Crlculators
2025 Electhuw Yideos

Pre-markets Life, But Belter
After-Hours Fitness

Fear ® Grend Frod

fovesting Hlesn

Rarkels Now intHulness
Mightcwms Falationshios

Style Travel Sports Sclence

Ais Eestinations PreeFootball Epace
Doy Foud & Drink uflegs Fontbal Life
Fashion Stay Baskebal Uneanhed
Architesture MNews Basehal

Liury Yideus Rooceyr

Beauty Shytpios

Vo Huokey

israsi-Hamas War Watch Listen Games

Live T ChlN B Things
GNM Headiines Uhasing Life with D,
CNN Ghorts Sanjay Gupts
Shows 82 The Assignment with
SN0 Sutdie Corinh

Daidy Crosgwed
dumble Crosaword
Photo Shuffe
Sudoblont
fefiiatelieh]

Document title: Obama praises Texas Democrats and calls state redistricting effort ‘a systematic assault on democracy’ | CNN Politics
Capture URL: https://www.cnn.com/2025/08/15/politics/obama-texas-democrats-redistricting-systematic-assault
Capture timestamp (UTC): Mon, 22 Sep 2025 15:11:08 GMT

o Cuis interest Rates: If You
Own Your Home And Have a...

CHN Underscored

Electronics
Fashion
Bemiy
Healih & Fllnesg
Horme
Resdews
Dasly

Gilts
Treva
Dupdoms
Pets

Climale

Satutions
Weattey

Ahnut CNN

Subscrie
investigations
THN Profilag
LNN Leagorsidp

Page 9 of 10



Fed Cuts Interest Rates: if You
Own Your Home And Have a..

The 10 Best Car Insurance
Companies

Cardioloyist: This is The
Greatest Of Your Body Fat...
If you own your home and hav
credit scors, you i have just gottern..

us

Lol ¢ ustioe

Entertalnment

Movles
Telavision
Celminily

Weather

Wideo
{limaty

Worid

Afring

Ameras

Aglg

Atighratia

ohing

Eurnne

g wind

Middh Eact
Unitet Kingriom

Tech

eate
Foreseoable Fullie
Misddon: Ahaad
Work Transhured
innovative Chies

Ukraine -Russia War

Puolitics

Trump

Facts Fist
CHN Podis
2028 Blections

Sty

Aris

Dienion
Fashion
Architecture
Luary
Beauly
Yidhao

lsrael-Hamas War

Business

Tooh
hedia
Caloulors
Videns

Travel

Bestinations
Food & Drink
Bty

News
Vitlens

Watch

Bive TV

Ol Headiines
LN Shorts
Shows &2

CHNID

ONM Max

O TY sohedules
FlashDons

Markets

Fro-markels
Afer-Hours
Fear & Grend
{rweating
Markets Now
Mighicag

Sports

P Football
Collnge Foothal
Basketias
Basebal
Booer
Olynrgsics
Hockey

Listen

NN 5 Things
Chasing Lo with D
Ranjoy Gupta

Thue Assignment with
Biidie Conish

O Thing

Tug of Wae

NN Political Brisfing
The fxe Flles

A8 Thore i with
Argorson Cooper

A3 CXM Sudlio potcasts

Health

L{8a Bt Befter
Finess

Frod

Sleen
Mincfuiness
Falationships

Sclence

Zoate
Lite
Uparthed

Games

Dty Cromewoed
Jumble Croseword
Photn Shoife
Gudobionk

Sudoky

5 Things Quiz

CHNN Underscored

Elegtronice
Fashdon
Hentity
Health & Fllness
Hrgne
Feviews
Denls

Gifts

Tranve)
Tsutdoums
Pats

Clhmate

Soiutiong
Waather

Abaut CMNN

Subsctibe
Photios
Investigations
TN Profilas
TN Lesderhip
TohiN Nevwrsioth
Wiork oy N

Watch  Listen Lhe TV

€I Politics roliow cumsouties B W

Torma olillse - Potvaoy Polioy T DO Mot Sell O Share My Personal inforation  Sd Tholosy - Acdessibifity B G Shout - Sutsoribe - Nowslettars - Transoripis - Help Center
D 3008 Catla tews Nebwail A W B THscaey Coripiny Al Rights Besanasit

L8N AR POLE Cabie News Kebyorh,

Document title: Obama praises Texas Democrats and calls state redistricting effort ‘a systematic assault on democracy’ | CNN Politics
Capture URL: https://www.cnn.com/2025/08/15/politics/obama-texas-democrats-redistricting-systematic-assault
Capture timestamp (UTC): Mon, 22 Sep 2025 15:11:08 GMT




